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b ARCHITECTURE AS ART

The Okasian House

Kent Anderson [

AL ! R - hen archirect Brian Firzsimmons
LI : ! began to look for a place to design
and build his own hame, he and

his wife Titi Nguyen knew they

! _ wanted ro be near downtown, to be a part of Okla-
i : homa City's new urban scene. They began scout-
y ' ing lors in the Midrown area, a few blocks west of

J St. Anthony Hospital.

‘ They discovered an area where some friends

T | ! ' were renovating a home. They found a lot they

TR E liked a few blocks away, and discovered orher

t " friends remodeling there: Brian and Titi had ctheir

\ 5 . _ _ . eyes on a particular lot, but in thumbing chrough

- t . Pl i 1 - : ks p the classified section of the newspaper one day,

R ’ Al IR AR y R i 4 i 5 they saw anocher lor adverrised for sale — right
across the screet,

The lot was vacant, bur had once contained
three houses, A retaining wall facing the sidewalk,
and a ser of concrete steps, remained. On visiting
the property, Brian noticed a curiosity about the
steps, a set af inirials carved into the concrete. The
initials were "B.E."

“Tthink it was fare,” Brian says,

Brian and Tid bought the property in 2004,
and he ser ro work. A graduare of Oklahoma Srare
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University's School of Architecrure, Brian practiced in Dallas for
three years before returning to Oklahoma Ciry to work for the pres-
tigious firm of Elliorr + Associates. But he yearned ro design and
build a home of his own.

II’I‘Ili-‘ ]ﬁ an l]]!».ind-(:m‘niﬂgdrl’.él. a g(‘(ll! I‘[.Il:(.’ o mdl\'{‘. 4 Statement
as an architect,” he says.

D‘urmg l'l'l{‘ constructnon I.‘T‘Ul: 585, nl"l.’lﬂ d{fL’idCJ L}‘JL‘ rime was

right ro move our on his own, and along with his brocher Kenneth,
founded Firzsimmons Archirects. The house was finished in the
summer of 2006, and it is a triumph of borh architecrural exper-
rise and Brian's personal vision. The corner lot is large, and Brian
knew he wanted to emphasize a view of the downtown skyline, so
l’]'lr? h[]l‘]c was I)llllr an tih_’ .‘il'}llth .‘;Idf ‘}}Irhl: ]ﬂt.

Named “The Okasian House,” a nod roward Brian’s Oklahoma

Ilphringing and Titi'’s Vietnumese Iwriragc. even the entry is unique.

The entry from the sidewalk is through the original concrere steps,
rhl—’ SAMe Ones “'ith T|‘msr‘. [l)”:_-“'.'lgll in]‘ria[.‘ ('.'H'\‘(.’ll in [’1(:“’[. Tlllc I-['CPS
lead to a semi-protected gareway. A wall of tall bamboo shelters the
h“rnl' -'U"ICI gl\f‘i’.f\' a Sense [\*‘I“’]\’ﬂ\"}".

A gravel courtyard, common in Bastern architecrure, fronts the

hO'I'[:‘l', ,‘\ 1"[" }_:E' .‘GPJHS 1 hL’ l'if!'ll'lT‘J’.'{T'l"]. a Si:1glt’ ?&Tt‘?] h{'.'.l]'l'l 'I'IJ'['I'IT}.Hg []'IL'

entire length, surrounded by stained cedar wood. It leads to a
front porch, which is Brian's recognirion of the historical homes in
the surrounding neighborhood. The entire fronr of the house itself

.ES gl.’! 85, \\’ifh ENITY a l'fl‘.ﬁ?’,(’L'] r]'trnngh Sli[!lﬂg dl'll'!l'h.
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Stepping into the home, one immediately notices the
.ibLlJ'lL!.'ll'lCL' U[‘I'l'rll'll!'i!l |l£|“ ol IV\"" never |l:1\‘l’ fomuurn ona

light switch during the d

ytime,” Brian affirms — and the
openness af the floor plan.

Brian refers to the house as essentially a four-room
home, The main floor contains a ]u-il'.g room, Jining_
room and kirchen, all open to each other. A divider at the
rear of the kirchen area separates a multi-purpose area,
currently used as an exercise room, bur which Brian says
will eventually be a guest bedroom.

The living area is lean and sleek, with a pair of black
sofas facing each other, Splashes of the color red also ap-
pear throughout the home, further evidence of the Asian
influence — in Asian cultures, red is symbolic of good

luck and good forrune. Bur the living room’s most re-

markable feature is the view. Windows on the southeast
side rake in a breathraking view of downtown Oklaho-
ma City. The house's positioning allows an unobstrucred
'P.l]\(’r.l:rllc \'i{.’\\' l‘t.rhl: “ik}'[”‘l:_

The kirchen sportsa functional center island, A raised
burcher-block section "hides” the stove when not in use.

There is abundant storage in the home, though ir's not

‘SUI'I]‘I" \'lﬁil)ltf 2] thr_' [‘J.lkt_‘\’_{ £ye.
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Anorher fine fearure is an upper-level deck rhar opens off
the bedroom. Brian and Titi often relax after work wich an
appetizer or a glass of wine here. “We ger a great view of down-

town fireworks, or of the Christmmas lights,” he says.

There are other rantalizing features to the home. It i

an angle of 13 degrees — the 13" happens to be Tisis bi

A basement area features a two-car garage

the '.l“("_.‘ behind the house, and Brian's wund\\urkm_; shop.

One of the prevalent themes in the work of Firzsim
Architects is green design and construcrion. Positioning of
windows allows for shade in summer and warmth in wineer,
cutting energy consumprion. Flooring in the main room is
made from bamboo, and much of the millwork is from recyeled
materials. Even the exterior landscaping reflects this orienra-
tion, The plants, bamboo and live oak, are hardy and drought-
tolerant. The lawn is buffalo grass, requiring no irrigation and
very lictle mowing,

Brian Fitzsimmons, in his Okasian House, looks at archi-
tecrure as somerhing more than just a building design. The
home s filled with ourstanding works of modern art, from
painrings to sculprure to mixed media, and Brian’s archirec-
rural philosophy is very much informed by an artistic bent.

“Modern architecrure, in its truest sense, is expressive,” Bri-

an says. It tries to become more of an art form rather than be-
ing just something funcrional.”
Fate led him to this Midrown neighborhood, and then his

own art took over. The home is a modern expression in a his-

toric area, of what 1s new and fresh and on the curring edge in
a century-old stare. It 1s a perfecr sampling of the urbane life of
— - £
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